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Final report 

  



Final report of the Netherlands 

 

Today, June 4, 2021, was the last day of our digital exchange as the festive 

closing of our first Erasmus+ project ever. We would like to look back and share 

our experiences and results.  

 

In 2017 we made a first connection with our Croatian partner, because our 

furniture needed to be refreshed. A parent of a student had a connection with the 

Osnovna Skola Kralja Zvonimira school in Seget Donji, that would be very happy 

with this furniture. So, to make a long story short, that’s how our great European 

adventure started.  

 

Our Croatian partner asked us to participate in a Erasmus+ project. We really 

never realized that this could be a possibility for Primary schools! Our Croatian 

partner told us about their ideas for the project and about the chances for 

students to become European citizens by meeting other students from different 

cultures. European citizens who respect other cultures and heritage. All this by 

solving math tasks, crime themed, about UNESCO heritage. Of course, we were 

enthusiastic immediately. We also really wanted our students to experience this 

lessons  and improve their social, English and math skills. Our Croatian partner 

asked us to be the coordinating school and we thought let’s just try: “We have 

never done this before; we think we can do this!” 

Croatia already found us our other 3 partners via e-Twinning: Our partnerschool 

in Italy (IC Fra Felice Da Sambuca in Sambuca Sicilia). Our partnerschool in 

Romania (Scoala Gimnaziala Constantin Gh. Marinescu in Galati) and our 

partnerschool in Poland, (Zespol Szkol Miejskich nr. 3 Gimnazjum Nr. 2 z in 

Jaslo).  

We started to connect, and together we 

wrote the application for the Erasmus+ 

subsidy for our project STEAM time-Solve 

UNESCO crime! In the summer of 2018 we 

received a message from Erasmus+  that our 

application was approved (with a very good 

grade!) We couldn’t wait to spread the word: 

De Wegwijzer goes into Europe!  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Let’s discover Croatian heritage! 

 

After a nice summer holiday the date for the first mobility in Croatia came closer. 

We invited all the parents from the 7th and 8th grade (Pupils at the age of 10 and 

11 year) to explain more about our Erasmus + project. We told them about 

going abroad with students of the age of 10 till 14 years. Some parents were a 

little bit scared, some enthusiastic right away. After the parents meeting, we told 

our students about the project, and we invited them to join us with the first 

mobility to Croatia. But first, if they wanted to join, they needed to write an 

application. After that, we invited all those students, individually, for a meeting 

about their application and about the personal goals they wanted to set during 

the mobility. We selected a varied group of 6 pupils, who couldn’t wait to start 

this European adventure with us. We were all, teachers and students, very driven 

to participate in this first exchange. We didn’t really know what to expect, but we 

were so curious and excited! 

 

Soon the date of departure came. At 

Sunday November 4 we left for Croatia!  

The mobility in Croatia was a great 

example of how a mobility should be. 

After a beautiful welcome ceremony and 

our first meeting we saw the students 

slowly connecting with each other and get 

out of their comfort zone. This needed al 

little push, but with some encouragement 

of the teachers, they succeeded. We 

visited the school several times, 

discovered Croatian UNESCO heritage, 

solved crime scene themed math tasks 

and our students discovered that they 

were the ‘same as’ the other students: 

just growing up in a different surrounding 

with a different culture. The language was 

a little barrier, but they managed to 

communicate and get to know each other.  

 

 

We, the teachers, had a great experience as well. As already said, we had a 

great example of how a mobility should look like and how we could all be in 

charge of connecting students and giving them the opportunity to learn and 

grow. Not just in the goals we have had set before, like getting more confident in 

communication, but also in the experience to be abroad and away from their 

parents for one whole week, taking care of themselves and each other. As 

teachers we also did learn a lot about this experience. We saw our partner 



teachers and students in the school environment working and learning. We liked 

to discuss our different forms of education with each other and loved to see other 

teaching methods. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was a wonderful, first mobility! Thank you Croatia! How nice that after this 

first experience, we could look forward to some more… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Let’s discover Italian heritage! 

 

In March 2019, the second mobility took place: We went to beautiful Sicily, Italy! 

We really had a good experience with and liked the way we let our students 

apply, so we decided to do this again. We noticed that the students really 

thought about the way they applicated and how they expressed themselves. We  

wanted to take every opportunity to let them learn. Also, the ‘job interview’ was 

very valuable for the students.  

After selecting 6 new students we were ready 

for the trip! We decided to invite one of our 

other teachers to join the trip to Italy. In this 

way we could involve as many persons as 

possible and let them learn and enjoy the 

possibilities and experiences as well.  

“Italy, here we come!” 

 

Naturaly, the Italian mobility was a different 

experience compared to the Croatian mobility, 

but is was nice to experience that everybody 

was enthusiastic again and that we had the 

same goals and assumptions. The students 

really enjoyed discovering the Italian UNESCO heritage and loved to learn more 

about the Italian culture (and food!). We noticed all students were less shy than 

at the beginning of the first 

mobility and became friends 

sooner. Some of our Dutch 

students did struggle for a bit. 

They needed some more time 

to feel comfortable and to 

break the ice. This was no 

problem, everybody was so 

nice, trying to help each other 

and they felt more than 

welcome. We had the 

youngest students and we 

noticed they needed a bit 

more of guidance and that 

was okay.  

 

During the first mobility we posted a lot of photos, and we made a vlog every 

day to keep our home front updated. We experienced this as very valuable 

because the students who stayed ‘at home’ were involved in the adventures of 

their classmates abroad. So again we shared our experiences every day.  

 



It was so nice to see that the ‘oil slick effect’ 

became bigger and bigger and more people 

became interested in our project. We 

experienced that, by solving the math tasks, 

pupils learned to know UNESCO heritage 

even better than expected. Thank you Italy! 

 

 

 

 

Let’s discover Romanian heritage! 

 

The third mobility was planned in Romania. We were very excited about this 

mobility because Romania was the most unknown country for us.  

We had a lot of students that applied for this 

mobility, and we had a hard time selecting 

the six students who were allowed to travel 

with us.  

At 29 September 2019 we went with our little tour group to Galati for another 

exiting adventure! 

 

The exchange with Romania was our third opportunity to visit one of the 

European countries involved in our project STEAM time-Solve UNESCO crime. 

What an incredible opportunity to discover the wonders of Romania! We felt very 

welcome and comfortable when we came together with all participants in the 

Scoala Gimnaziala “Constantin GH. Marinescu” on the first day of our stay in 

Romania. The school made every effort to show us their way of working in 

primary and secondary education. We didn’t only visit the school to see the 

traditional clothes and dances but we were also invited to join lessons in both 



age groups. Our pupils and we as teachers noticed that there were a lot of 

differences compared with our school education.  

The children in Romania go to school from the age of 7 and leave the school by 

the age of 14 and follow classes by different educators during the day. Also the 

length of the schoolday is different compared with ours. The younger children go 

to school from 08.00-12.00 and the older children from 12.00-17.00 or from 

12.00-18.00. The classrooms are used by different groups every day.  

To discover Romania we had to travel a lot. We drove with a bus through the 

mountains and the villages and visited several beautiful UNESCO-protected 

buildings and nature. As a result we learned a lot about the local customs and 

habits. It touched us to see the poverty in the country and the pride and warm 

hospitality of its inhabitants. It also really touched us to see the growth of our 

pupils during this week. They worked, played, laughed, slept and above all 

learned together in a great way!  

Our visit to Romania was a real adventure, not only for our pupils but also for the 

teachers. Thank you Romania! 

 

 

 



Let’s discover Polish heritage! 

 

The fourth mobility was planned to be in Poland in March 2019. We selected 6 

enthusiastic students who couldn’t wait going abroad. Unfortunately, COVID-19 

kicked in and we were forced to postpone the mobility to June 2019. Our Polish 

partnerschool did not receive permission from the management to continue the 

exchange, decided to their regret to withdraw and ended the project at 31 

August 2020. 

We were all very sorry that we could not meet each other in Poland especially 

because Poland had already sent us their beautiful program for the week of 

March 30 until April 3. The math tasks were sent to us also and we really 

enjoyed solving them. Dear partners, we all hope to visit your beautiful country 

another time! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Let’s discover Dutch heritage! 

 

Because of COVID 19, we decided to postpone our project, because we really 

wanted to organize our (and final) mobility of the Erasmus+ project STEAM time 

– Solve UNESCO crime in the Netherlands. We wanted to have a good and festive 

closure of the project, because we really enjoyed working together with all our 

partners. (And like Poland we already prepared a very nice program.)  

 

In January, 2021, we had to make a hard decision: because of all the restrictions 

due to the Coronavirus, traveling was not allowed, and it looked like this wouldn’t 

work in the close future either. We still wanted to ensure that our mobility could 

continue so we decided to organize a digital mobility. Like we thought at the 

start of this beautiful project: : “We have never done this before; we think we 

can do this!” 

 

We worked hard to convert our program into a digital version and we succeeded. 

With our partners we planned a new week in which the mobility could take place: 

in June 2021. We arranged all kinds of digital activities at which students could 

meet each other and discover Dutch UNESCO and Tilburg’s heritage by 

workshops, digital tours, puzzles, tasks, creativity and games.  

 

 

 

 



We started the opening of the digital mobility with an introduction of each school, 

a Dutch dance and a special STEAM-time song in which all our main goals came 

forward:  

 



 

 

 

 

 



It was very challenging to meet each other in this way, and of course we were 

dependent on the internet connection of each country. It was a great week!  

Much more students could 

participate, compared to a live 

mobility: 88 students from Italy, 

Croatia, Romania and the 

Netherlands were present and 

took part in all the activities we 

had organized. Also 18 teachers 

were involved in this mobility.  

 

The students really improved 

their technology skills during this 

digital mobility. Especially 

because sometimes it was 

difficult to connect with each other and perseverance had to be practiced by 

everyone involved. 

 

We experiences that it was more difficult for the students, to make a real 

connection with the others and because of the digital distance less interaction 

was possible. On the other hand, we noticed that some of the students were less 

shy when they could communicate via Teams. It seemed that they could feel the 

distance and because of that were more confident to speak English. Overall, it 

was a very nice and instructive week in which all students and teachers really 

enjoyed learning about the Dutch UNESCO and Tilburg cultural heritage and 

connected with students from the partner countries.  

 

Overall results 

 

If we look back on the goals we set ourselves for this project, we are very proud 

to say that all students and teachers received more than that. The most 

important goal was meeting and learning to know students from other cultures, 

connect and learn more about their culture and their cultural heritage. They did. 

We invited all students who participated in one of the mobilities to reflect and to 

look back on the week and the growth in the goals they had set. We learned all 

students did a very good job. Hereby you can read some reflections:  

Anouk Harpe (Teacher) Erasmus+ Romania 29 September – 5 October 2019  

Traveling to Romania for a week with 6 pupils from BS. De Wegwijzer was a 

great experience. Romania wasn’t a country on my travel list, but this trip was 

an incredible opportunity to discover the wonders of Romania. Sunday morning 

at 6 am a taxi came to pick us up in front of school. The students were nervous 

and so was I. I really enjoyed seeing the children’s development throughout the 

course of the week. I didn’t imagine that the students would learn so much in a 

week. They were a little bit nervous, meeting the other students in the beginning 



of the week but by the end they had made plenty of friends. While they were 

first timid speaking English, on Friday they were already telling stories in English. 

Throughout the week students from different countries started mixing more and 

more and started to work together. In the end it didn’t matter how good you 

were in math tasks, it just was important that everyone participated and worked 

together. It was a great opportunity for me to get to know Romania; it’s culture, 

customs, nature, and history and to see how proud the inhabitants are of their 

traditional dances. I’m so grateful for this opportunity. It was definitely a trip to 

remember! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The students really worked on their language and math skills and improved 

them. They are less afraid to talk in another language. A very important goal for 

us was to make our pupils realize they can do and achieve more than they 

sometimes think they can and it doesn’t have to be perfect to be able to 

communicate: don’t hold back because you think you can’t, just try and you will 

succeed. They learned to use their social skills and learned to reach out to 

others. 

 

By working on the math tasks, the students practiced their problem solving 

ability. They needed each other and had to use 

their social and language skills to solve the tasks. 

This wasn’t easy, and we realized that we set the 

bar pretty high. But with support, they succeeded 

and experienced that by cooperation and 

perseverance, they could do it! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our students learned a lot about European UNESCO heritage and about other 

cultures. They also learned not to judge quickly and think positive. They learned 

that by being open, kind and helpfully you 

will succeed together. They experienced to 

be European citizens and learned that the 

world is much bigger than just the town 

they were born and living in. Important is 

taking care of each other and of the world 

we live in. But also they learned that the 

boundaries of the countries are just 

relatively, and they can always try to reach 

out to each other and connect.  

 

 

 



These lessons were not learned 

just by our students. The 

involved teachers also learned a 

lot and they can look back on a 

great experience. It was very 

interesting to see the other 

schools, their teaching methods 

and the way partners deal with 

their students and parents. We  

realize the world is not as big as 

we thought it was. 

And in the end we are very 

proud. Proud of the project, 

proud of our pupils, of our partners and proud of ourselves.  

Proud that we succeeded and wrote a European success story together.  

 

We are looking forward to the next Erasmus+ project, so we can 

make more connections and fill more boxes..! 

 

Best regards, 

Dagmar Eskens and Harriët van Sprang 

BS De Wegwijzer Tilburg 

Coordinators of the Erasmus+ project STEAM time – Solve UNESCO crime 


